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about the proposal and identifying af-
fected parties (including landowners, 
agencies, and other interested parties). 

(2) Issuing an environmental scoping 
notice and conducting such scoping for 
the proposal. 

(3) Facilitating issue identification 
and resolution. 

(4) Conducting site visits, examining 
alternatives, meeting with agencies 
and stakeholders, and participating in 
the prospective applicant’s public in-
formation meetings. 

(5) Reviewing draft Resource Reports. 
(6) Initiating the preparation of a 

preliminary Environmental Assess-
ment or Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement, the preparation of which 
may involve cooperating agency re-
view. 

(h) A prospective applicant using the 
pre-filing procedures of this section 
shall comply with the procedures in 
§ 388.112 for the submission of docu-
ments containing critical energy infra-
structure information, as defined in 
§ 388.113. 

[Order 665, 70 FR 60440, Oct. 18, 2005] 

§ 157.22 Schedule for final decisions on 
a request for a Federal authoriza-
tion 

For an application under section 3 or 
7 of the Natural Gas Act that requires 
a Federal authorization—i.e., a permit, 
special use authorization, certification, 
opinion, or other approval—from a Fed-
eral agency or officer, or State agency 
or officer acting pursuant to delegated 
Federal authority, a final decision on a 
request for a Federal authorization is 
due no later than 90 days after the 
Commission issues its final environ-
mental document, unless a schedule is 
otherwise established by Federal law. 

[Order 687, 71 FR 62921, Oct. 27, 2006] 

Subpart B—Open Seasons for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transpor-
tation Projects 

SOURCE: Order 2005, 70 FR 8286, Feb. 18, 
2005, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 157.30 Purpose. 
This subpart establishes the proce-

dures for conducting open seasons for 
the purpose of making binding commit-

ments for the acquisition of initial or 
voluntary expansion capacity on Alas-
ka natural gas transportation projects, 
as defined herein. 

§ 157.31 Definitions. 

(a) ‘‘Alaska natural gas transpor-
tation project’’ means any natural gas 
pipeline system that carries Alaska 
natural gas to the international border 
between Alaska and Canada (including 
related facilities subject to the juris-
diction of the Commission) that is au-
thorized under the Alaska Natural Gas 
Transportation Act of 1976 or section 
103 of the Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline 
Act. 

(b) ‘‘Commission’’ means the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. 

(c) ‘‘Voluntary expansion’’ means 
any expansion in capacity of an Alaska 
natural gas transportation project 
above the initial certificated capacity, 
including any increase in mainline ca-
pacity, any extension of mainline pipe-
line facilities, and any lateral pipeline 
facilities beyond those certificated in 
the initial certificate order, volun-
tarily made by the pipeline. An expan-
sion done pursuant to section 105 of the 
Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Act is not 
a voluntary expansion. 

§ 157.32 Applicability. 

These regulations shall apply to any 
application to the Commission for a 
certificate of public convenience and 
necessity or other authorization for an 
Alaska natural gas transportation 
project, whether filed pursuant to the 
Natural Gas Act, the Alaska Natural 
Gas Transportation Act of 1976, or the 
Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Act, and 
to applications for expansion of such 
projects. Absent a Commission order to 
the contrary, these regulations are not 
applicable in the case of an expansion 
ordered by the Commission pursuant to 
section 105 of the Alaska Natural Gas 
Pipeline Act. 

§ 157.33 Requirement for open season. 

(a) Any application for a certificate 
of public convenience and necessity or 
other authorization for a proposed 
Alaska natural gas transportation 
project must include a demonstration 
that the applicant has conducted an 
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